
Watch the Video  
As you watch, have a notebook handy to make note of any new or interesting truths you learn.

The Bible unfolds a story—the story of the amazing God as seen in the person and work of 
Jesus. It is not simply a group of poems or a collection of wise sayings. It is not simply a system 
of rules or a way to live. It includes those things, but it functions as something much more 
important: It is the revelation of  a person—Jesus.  

“In the volume of the book it is written of Me.” (Hebrews 10:7 NKJV)  

Jesus said: “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; 
and these are they which testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me, that 
you may have life. (John 5:39-40 NKJV)

The Bible provides more than information about Jesus. It intends for us to actually meet 
Jesus and to come into a relationship with the Father through the Spirit. The Bible serves as 
a means to an end beyond itself. In it, God shows us who He is and invites us to learn from 
Him. He invites us to enter into true and eternal life with the One who created us and who 
sustains us each day.  

If we were to capture the message of the Bible in just one word, it would be Jesus.  

Jesus Himself tells us this same thing:

Then He [Jesus] said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” And He opened their understanding, that they 
might comprehend the Scriptures. (Luke 24:44-45 NKJV)

The major plot line of the Bible can be outlined in seven words. Consider these unfolding 
“scenes” of The Good News Story:

God – Creation – Rebellion – Promise – Redemption – Mission – New Creation

As you journey through The Good News Story focusing on these seven scenes, take note of 
the bold-print keywords that bring out important truths for each section. You will also see 
Scripture passages to help explain those points.  

Ideally this study works best in community, when a group can gather to learn from one 
another. But conditions sometimes fall short of ideal, so we have included a brief summary 
under each theme.  This summary is especially helpful if working through the material on 
your own.

We pray these truths will advance your faith and joy in the glorious God of heaven and earth, 
and in His amazing salvation rooted in the Lord Jesus Christ!

Whatever you are going through, this Good News story of amazing grace truly gives a reason 
for hope, “both now and forever.” (Psalm 131:3b CSB)   

The Good News Story

SESSION 1 INTRODUCTION  



The Good News Story

Group Study

1. Read John 5:39-40, and consider the following questions:

a. Is it possible to have general Bible knowledge, but lack a deeper relationship with 
God? Why or why not? 

b. In the introduction, Murray talks about two ways to read the Bible: from a 
religious/moralistic perspective, and as a revelation of Jesus. Are these new 
concepts for you? What impact will this have on how you read the Bible?

c. According to Jesus, what is the right response to what is written in the scriptures? 
(Read John 5:40, compare with John 7:37).

d. Think of other familiar Bible passages. How does your viewpoint change when you 
read them as a revelation of Jesus, so we might come to Him in love and faith?

e. Why is it important to consider how each Scripture passage fits into God’s 
overarching story in the whole Bible?

2. Watch the “Digging Deeper” introductory video that highlights the story of the good 
Samaritan (Luke 10:25-36). Far too often, as is the case with other Scripture passages, 
we read this story through the lens of what we must do, as opposed to a revelation of Jesus. 
Consider how reading this story as a revelation of Jesus changes things. How does this 
reality transform and motivate you to follow Christ, to “go and do likewise,” as opposed 
to rote duty or following another rule?




