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The Good News Story

Watch the Video 
As you watch, have a notebook handy to make note of any new or interesting truths you learn.

We now come to a climactic shift in the story—the fulfillment of God’s promises of a delivering 
King—the promised offspring of the woman. With the birth of Jesus, a light begins to dawn, 
revealing all that has occurred in the Old Testament was anticipating and pointing to Him.

All of history and all of Scripture has been moving towards the great day of the Promised 
One and the New Covenant reality God would bring about. The shadow now gives way to the 
substance.

Here is the heart of the Gospel—the Good News that a new King has come to establish a new 
Kingdom that will change everything for all people. Here we see that Gospel Christianity is 
not a set of rules, or a cause, or way of life—it is a Person—the Person of Jesus and coming into 
relationship with Him!

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in 
these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom He 
also made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, 
and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.” (Hebrews 1:1-3 NASB)

For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our 
Amen to God for his glory. (2 Corinthians 1:20 ESV)

• CRADLE—But when the set time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 
(Galatians 4:4-5 NIV)

God became one of us. He came into the world in the ordinary way; He was born as a baby. 
He lived the life we could not live, and He lived it for us. Then, He died the death that we 
deserved to die; He died in our place. (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:21-23; John 1:14)

• CROSS—Jesus was born to die in order to redeem His people. Jesus paid the price for 
everyone who would ever believe in Him. In this act, God manifested His great love and 
His justice. On the cross, peace and righteousness kiss. (Psalm 85:10).

SESSION 6  
REDEMPTION
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  For you were straying like sheep, 
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” (1 Peter 2:24–25)
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The Good News Story6
In His once-for-all-time final sacrifice, Jesus shut down religion and provided atonement 
for our sins. Only God, the One whom we offended, could substitute for us and die in our 
place. He bore our curse so we could be forgiven, blessed, reconciled, and restored to a 
right relationship with Him in and through Jesus. Every joy and every blessing we enjoy is 
a blood-bought gift, purchased by Jesus on the cross. Apart from the cross, we could expect 
only judgement. (1 John 4:9-10; Galatians 3:13-14; Romans 3:24-26; 5:6-8; John 19:30; 
Matthew 27:51; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21; Colossians 1:22, 2:13-15; Isaiah 53:3-6)

• CROWN—When Jesus physically rose from the dead, it was not simply to be alive again.
It was a glorious victory in which He was raised to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. 
He defeated Satan, disarming him of his most powerful weapon, defeating sin, death, and 
hell on our behalf. Jesus inaugurated  His Kingdom which knows no end. His resurrection 
is the beginning of the great renewal. Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we can be confident 
that He will also raise us up, to live with Him forever. (1 Corinthians 15; Colossians 1:13; 
Revelation 1:5-6) 

Read the summary as a group

God wants us to not only know and experience His love as Creator, but also to know and 
experience His love as Redeemer! Because of sin, and apart from Jesus’ great rescue, we 
would not know and experience God’s redeeming love.

Jesus lived the life we couldn’t live and died the death we should have died. His death was 
vicarious (acting on behalf of or as representing another). A vicarious act is experienced 
by one person while the results benefit another. One person literally takes the place of 
another  and is treated as if they were that other person.

Jesus died “for us” (in our place) as a substitute. Something happened to Jesus so that 
same thing would not happen to us. Jesus died instead of us.

Jesus represented His people. When He conquered sin and death, so did His people, 
since He conquered those things in their place. (2 Corinthians 5:21) Now, God treats the 
believer the way that Jesus deserves to be treated, because He treated Jesus on that cross 
the way that we deserve to be treated.

We are more sinful than we can imagine but more loved and accepted in Christ than 
we could ever dare hope. God loves and pursues people who have no love for Him. His 
redemptive nature is revealed most clearly by Jesus’ death on the cross. There, we see the 
heart of God exposed. His heart beats for the salvation and restoration of lost sinners.
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Group Study

SESSION 6  - REDEMPTION
W  Reflect

1. In the video, Murray contrasts the “works-righteousness” of religions to the “gift-
righteousness” of the Gospel. What character qualities do you see in Jesus and the Father, 
compared to the gods of other religions?

2. How does this truth direct the attitude of your heart as you strive to follow Jesus, and 
especially as you love others? 

W  Explore

1. From the first picture of  the Cradle, why is it good news that God the Son chose to come 
to Earth through human birth?

2. Read Galatians 4:4-5. 

a. What is accomplished on our behalf in this part of the redemptive story?

3. Read Isaiah 7:14.

a. This verse is found in the Old Testament. What added value does this passage 
bring to the ongoing redemptive story of the Bible?

b. For further study: Matthew 1:21-23; John 1:14

4. Read over the section on the Cross. What part of what Jesus accomplished speaks most 
deeply to you? Why?

5. How does the cross reveal God’s love as both conditional and unconditional? 

Consider: if we only view God’s  love as conditional, we can never have assurance that God 
loves us. If we only view God’s love as unconditional, His love will not be amazing. 

Through the cross, God Himself met the conditions for His love to flow to the believer 
unconditionally (i.e. not conditioned on anything in us). This costly love both humbles and 
amazes us! 

What is the danger of only viewing God’s love as conditional? What is the danger of only 
viewing God’s love as unconditional?

6. Read 1 John 4:9-10.

a. How does God’s example of love give us direction in how we love others, especially 
those who have yet to find Christ?
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7. Read Galatians 3:13-14.

a. Consider what you learned about the curse back in session 4. What added depth 
does the truth of this verse bring to God’s Good News story?

b. For further study: Romans 3:24-26; 5:6-8; John 19:30; Matthew 27:51; 
2 Corinthians 5:18-21; Colossians 1:19-23, 2:13-15; Isaiah 53:3-6

8. Consider the third section on the Crown. 

a. What did Jesus accomplish through His death and resurrection? How did He 
inaugurate the promised Kingdom? 

b. Why is it important to understand that not only did Jesus come back from the 
dead, but that He rose as King? 

c. Can Jesus be received as Saviour, but not as Lord? Why or why not?

9. Read Colossians 1:12-14.

a. Why is it important for us to be aware of this part of the Good News message?

10. Read Revelation 1:5-6.

a. What new insight does this passage give you into God’s character?

b. For further study: 1 Corinthians 15: 1-58.

W  Reflect

Consider the extent to which God reaches out with His pursuing love and grace. How does 
this impact your attitude and love toward others? 

W  Apply

Take some time this week to write down and meditate on five elements of the Gospel that 
most stood out to you from this session. Let the freedom of these truths empower you in your 
love toward others.

notes


