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The Good News Story

Watch the Video 
As you watch, have a notebook handy to make note of any new or interesting truths you learn.

In an outpouring of His love, this incredible, wonderful God created everything and called it 
good. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1; see also Psalm 33:6)

• GOOD—God created a good world out of the fullness of goodness. Over and 
over in the creation account, we see that everything God created was good. 
(Genesis 1:4,10,12,18,21,25,31)

• IMAGE OF GOD—God made humans in His own image as the pinnacle of creation. 
He designed humans for a unique relationship and community with Himself; and to 
display and reflect His character and nature to the rest of creation.

The one thing that was not good in the good world, (Genesis 2:18), was for man to be 
alone, because alone, man could not fulfill his purpose of displaying the image of God 
who is a community of love.

Thus, God made woman from man and united them in a covenant relationship of love — 
a one flesh unity in diversity of persons. The man and woman became an “us”—a humanity 
to display the image of the God who is a community of love and unity. (Genesis 1:26-27; 
2:18)

• OWNERSHIP—Humans, as created beings, are under God’s good ownership. Because 
He created us, God owns us. We were designed to live in a dependent relationship with 
God and under His wise and good authority.  (Isaiah 64:8; Psalm 100:3; John 15:4-6)

• PURPOSE—God created human beings with a unique purpose of glorifying Him. 
We were created by God and for Him. Part of that purpose was to expand the paradise 
God made in the Garden of Eden, and as image bearers, to continue to reproduce and fill 
the world with God’s glory.

In His goodness, God gave His beloved creatures an infinite number of “yeses” and 
opportunities, and one “no.” They were not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil.

As dependent creatures in relationship with God, we were to look to Him to lead and 
inform us as to what was good and right, and what was evil or wrong. This relationship of 
trust and obedience and love would result in God’s glory and our great joy. (Genesis 1:26-28; 
2:15-17; Numbers 14:21; Psalm 72:19; Habakkuk 2:14; Ephesians 1:9-10; 4:10)

SESSION 3  CREATION 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1) 
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• REST AND RELATIONSHIP—Life in the Garden was an experience of rest and 

relationship. Humans were made for and dwelt in refreshing fellowship with God and a 
love relationship with one another in paradise. Rest came from experiencing God’s peace or 
“shalom” which carries the idea of complete flourishing in every area.  (Genesis 2:1-3, 8, 20-25) 

Read the summary as a group

“Then God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31a NIV) God 
created a good world that included humans as His image-bearers. Thus, humans had 
purpose, living in a dependent love relationship with their Creator and displaying His 
glory in community.  

God is community (Genesis 1:26-27). God is love (1 John 4:8, 16) which communicates 
He is community in His very essence and nature.

At the heart of the universe is the blazing, exploding love and joy of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit as they mutually defer to, glorify, center upon, rejoice in, and adore each 
other. Each one is doing that to the others.

In like manner, this is God’s design for us. Every person is created as a worshipper to 
stand in the presence of God and to live, centered not on ourselves, but on God, to whom 
we defer, glorify, center on, rejoice in, and adore. We are to live and reflect the glory of 
God supremely. 

Group Study

SESSION 3  - CREATION
W  Reflect

1. As you reflect on God as Creator, what are you discovering that leads you to worship God 
more deeply? 

W  Explore

1. From the first section about  good creation, we learned the truth that all God created is 
good. What does this reveal about who He is?

2. Read Genesis 1:4,10,12,18,21,25,31.

a. Where does the goodness of creation fit into the 
overall redemptive story of the Gospel?
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3. The second point states we are made in the image of God. How does this truth impact the 
quality of our relationship with God?

4. Read Genesis 1:26-27; 2:18. 

a. How does the creation of male and female fit with our purpose of reflecting the 
image of God? How does this work in a marriage? In the church?

b. How is God’s love evident in this passage?

5. Consider the third point regarding God’s good ownership. How does this truth 
about God’s relationship with us impact our response to Him in our worship and love 
toward Him? 

6. Read Isaiah 64:8. 

a. Why is understanding this truth important to understanding the Gospel?

b. How does this passage impact your love toward God?

c. How is this passage only good news if you trust and know the heart and 
character of God?

d. For further study: Psalm 100:3; John 15:4-6.

7. Take a moment to re-read the description in the section on how God created us with a 
unique purpose. What new or significant revelation about God stands out?

8. Read Ephesians 1:9-10; 4:10.

a. What added value does this passage bring to the Good News story?

b. How do these values impact your love toward God?

c. For further study: Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-17; Numbers 14:21; 
Psalm 72:19; Habakkuk 2:14

9. Consider again the rest and relationship God first intended. How do these truths 
deepen the impact of your love toward others?

W  Reflect

We learned about five purposes of God in creation. Reflect on the two that most impact 
your love toward God. Write down your reasons. 

W  Apply

Think about someone you find difficult to love. Take some time to pray for them, 
remembering the value that God places on them. Set some goals to help you better reflect 
God’s love toward this person.

G
O

D
C

R
EA

TIO
N

R
EB

ELLIO
N

P
R

O
M

ISE
R

ED
EM

P
TIO

N
M

ISSIO
N

N
EW

 C
R

EA
TIO

N


