
2



The Good News Story

Watch the Video  
As you watch, have a notebook handy to make note of any new or interesting truths you learn.

The Bible starts this way … “In the beginning God…” (Genesis 1:1a NIV). Before anything 
was, there was God.

• HOLY—God is the infinite holy One who is unique. There is none like God. God’s 
holiness declares He is set apart from and above everything created. He has a glory all 
His own. His glory consists in the overwhelming and overflowing beauty that stems from 
the sum total of all His attributes working together in perfect harmony. (Exodus 15:11; 
33:18-19; 34: 5-7; Isaiah 6:3; 44:6-8; Revelation 4:8)

• TRIUNE—God is a tri-unity or Trinity. God has always existed as three persons in a 
relationship of self-giving love. Thus, God is a community. God is an “us”. God is family—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. (Genesis 1:1) 

Note: the Hebrew name “Elohim”—translated “God” in the first verse of the Bible—is a 
plural collective noun, like the word “team”. It refers to one entity that is plural in persons 
(Genesis 1:26; 11:6-8; Matthew 28:19; Matthew 3:16-17; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 
1 Peter 1:1-2)

• LOVE—God is love. As a community of persons, God’s very essence is a relationship 
of self-giving love. The three persons of the Godhead are a joy-filled fellowship of love. 
From all of eternity God has been a glorious, loving, relational being. (1 John 4:8, 16; 
John 17:5, 24)

• LIFE—God is an infinite eternal spirit, who has life within Himself. He is the “I AM”—
the uncreated, ever-existing One who never changes. Therefore, any and all life derives 
from, and depends upon, God who is life. The infinite, eternal God who is spirit is ultimate 
reality. (John 1:4; 4:24; 5:26; 6:63; 14:6; Isaiah 57:15; 1 Timothy 6:15-16; 1 John 5:20; 
Psalm 36:9; 139:7; Isaiah 40:28; Deuteronomy 30:20; Revelation 1:8)

• COMPLETE—God is complete in Himself and thus, needs nothing. Because God 
is a community in unity (one God in three persons), God is, in His very nature, a 
fellowship of full and perfect love, joy, peace, wisdom, and happiness. (Acts 17:24-25; 
Matthew 25:21,23; Colossians 2:3; 1 Timothy 6:15-16; Hebrews 13:20; Psalm 16:11) 

SESSION 2  GOD 
“In the beginning God...” (Genesis 1:1a) 
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Read the summary as a group

God is an infinite, eternal, holy, triune God of love and joy and glorious fullness. He is 
perfect and complete in His being and beauty. Job tells us that the sum of what we are able 
to comprehend of God is but “the mere edges of His ways” (Job 26:14 NKJV).

I love a God I cannot fully comprehend—who is far above me. This is a God worthy of my 
praise, worship, and trust. Though we cannot know God fully, we can know Him truly!  
(Jeremiah 9:23-24; John 17:3). 

Group Study

SESSION 2  - GOD
W Reflect

1. Think back to the introduction to this series. 

a. When you read the Bible, what is your approach? What do you look for?

b. Consider how you can read in a way that looks for Jesus and the Good News, 
rather than a list of moral “do and do not” rules.

2. In this session, Murray says, “I love a God I cannot fully comprehend, who is far above me. 
That is a God worthy of my praise, my worship, and my trust.” Why is a God we cannot 
fully comprehend more worthy of our praise and trust? 

W  Explore

1. From the first section on God’s Holiness, which phrase about God do you treasure 
the most?

2. Read Exodus 15:11.

a. How is this passage good news?

b. How does this passage deepen your love for God?

c. For further study: Exodus 33:18-19; Exodus 34: 5-7; Isaiah 44:6-8

3. From the second section, God is Triune, what new truth have you discovered about God’s 
character? How is the triune nature of God central to what makes Him glorious?
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4. Read John 1:14,18; John 14:7-9; Colossians 2:8-9.

a. Considering God as a concept or with a philosophical mindset can confuse us 
and distort who God really is. Read the passages above: Where should we look to 
get the most full and complete revelation of who God is and what He is like?

b. Is your view and understanding of God formed by what you behold in Jesus? 

i. Read Revelation 5 where Jesus is revealed as the Lion (infinite greatness 
and power and glory) and as a Lamb slain (gentle and lowly with infinite 
humility). Consider how Jesus’ life and death reflect His depiction as the 
Lion and the Lamb. How does He show His glory in infinite greatness and 
power, as well as in infinite gentleness and humility?

5. Look back to the third section, God is Love. What personal encouragement do you find 
in the truth that God is a “community of persons”? How is that essential to God being 
love, and not just loving?

6. Read 1 John 4:8, 16. 

a. How are these truths central to the Gospel?

b. How does this passage impact your relationship with God?

c. For further study: John 17:5, 24.

7. Take a moment to re-read the description in the fourth section, God is Life. What new 
or significant revelation about God did you notice? How does God’s name, I AM, relate?

8. Read these verses out loud. John 1:4; 4:24; 5:26; 6:63; 14:6.

a. Why are these verses important to understanding the Good News story?

b. How do these verses impact your love for others in the church or in your 
wider community?

c. For further study: Isaiah 57:15; 1 Timothy 6:15-16; 1 John 5:20; Psalm 36:9; 
139:7; Isaiah 40:28; Deuteronomy 30:20; Revelation 1:8

9. Consider again the truth that God is Complete. How does this truth deepen your love 
and appreciation for God?

10. Read Acts 17:24-25. 

a. What about this passage do you find to be Good News?

b. With this passage in mind, how can you show love to your community?
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W  Reflect

We learned about five truths of God. Holy, triune, love, life, and complete. Which two 
truths are you most drawn to and why? Write down your reasons. 

W  Apply

If someone is not yet a Jesus-follower, what might be their response to these five truths 
of God? Take time to consider how you can share these Good News truths with others, 
including those who do not yet know this amazing God.

notes


