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The Good News Story

Watch the Video 
As you watch, have a notebook handy to make note of any new or interesting truths you learn.

When we look at the world, both present and past, and compare it to the beginning of creation, 
we soon realize something has gone horribly wrong. The problem is not just “out there.” It is also 
“in here,” in us. This is not the way things were created and designed to be. In Genesis chapter 3, 
God reveals to us what happened.

• DEVIL—The devil (Satan), in the form of a serpent, comes in deceit, tempting the humans 
to doubt the goodness, wisdom, and love of God. (Genesis 3:1-5; John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 
11:14)

• LIE—The devil’s lie is an attack on the character of God. He basically tells the man and 
woman that God doesn’t truly have their best interests at heart and that God cannot 
be trusted.

The sin of our first parents is not the mere breaking of a rule; it is cosmic treason. At its 
core, sin is a relationship and worship issue where we do not believe the truth about God, 
which is that He is good.

Instead we choose to believe a lie about God. In sin, we worship ourselves and the world 
around us, rather than our Creator. Turning in on ourselves, we turn away from God. 
We become self-absorbed, rather than loving others as we love ourselves. (Genesis 3:6; 
Isaiah 14:13-14; Romans 1:18-25; 2 Corinthians 11:3)

• DEATH—Death is the fruit of sin. The first man and woman, in defiance of their Creator, 
chose to eat the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. This, in essence, 
was their rebellious declaration that they would decide for themselves what was good 
and evil, as opposed to submitting to, and learning from, the God who made them and 
loved them.

In that traitorous act, they justly died: first, they died spiritually as they were cut off from 
God, the source of life and goodness; secondly, they began to die physically as their bodies 
began to deteriorate. Ultimately, upon death they would be righteously and eternally 
separated from God. The Scriptures describe this separation as the second death where 
they are cast into the lake of fire (hell), experiencing God’s wrath. (Genesis 2:16-17; 3:23-
24; Romans 5:12, 6:23; Revelation 20:14)

SESSION 4  REBELLION 
“… she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband  
who was with her, and he ate.”  (Genesis 3:6b) 
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The Good News Story4
• SEPARATION—This sin of rebellion and rejection of God, of choosing to be our own 

lord, separates us from God and one another. We have chosen: self over God; autonomy 
as opposed to dependence; self-rule rather than have God rule over us; self-fulfillment 
rather than the relational fulfillment with God; and self-exalting pride as opposed to 
humble submission.

We have chosen self at the expense of a joy-filled relationship with God and others. 
The result is guilt, shame, and a broken relationship with God and with people. 
(Genesis 3:7-16, 23-34; 4:8-12; Isaiah 59:2)

• CURSE—There is a consequence for this rebellion against God. Both humans and the 
creation itself come under the curse, living under the sun, outside of the Garden. Instead 
of the life and blessing that comes in relationship with the good and beautiful God of love, 
our merited judgment is wrath, death, and damnation. (Genesis 3:14-19; Galatians 3:10; 
Romans 1:18-25; 3:5-6; 8:18-25; Ecclesiastes 1:1-3, 14; John 3:36) 

Read the summary as a group

The people that God created for Himself believe the devil’s lie and doubt the goodness 
and love of God, choosing to dishonour God in an act of cosmic treason (Genesis 3). This 
is not the mere eating of fruit or the breaking of a rule. They decide to find their own 
sense of purpose and meaning in the world apart from God and His good purposes for 
them. They want to decide for themselves what is good and evil.

As they turn from God, all of creation is subjected to the curse with them, and humanity 
has been in rebellion against a good and loving God ever since. They remain image-
bearers, but that image is significantly damaged. They can no longer be the people God 
intended them to be. 

They put themselves and their glory first, rather than God and His glory. The result of sin 
is death and all the brokenness that results from separating ourselves from God who is 
life and the source of all goodness.

Group Study

SESSION 4  - REBELLION
W  Reflect

1. For a few moments, reflect on man’s rebellion toward God. What does this truth tell you 
about God’s character? Where does this lay the blame for all that is wrong in the world?

2. Murray reminds us that, “left to themselves, Adam and Eve are doomed to eternal 
destruction—they and all their descendants.” How does this helpless state of mankind lead 
us toward a relationship with a holy God? 
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W  Explore

1. From the first section about the Devil, why is it important to understand these truths 
about him when thinking through life and reality?

2. Read Genesis 3:1-5.

a. As you consider how Eve is deceived, what can you learn about your own 
temptation to believe lies? How can you pray for those with whom we want to 
share the Gospel?

b. For further study: John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 11:14

3. Reflect on the truth from the second section regarding the impact of the Devil’s lie. 
What insight does this give you about your relationship with God? (Read through that 
part of the study again if needed.)

4. Read Isaiah 14:13-14. 

a. What added insight does this passage give you in understanding lies you may 
harbour in your own heart toward God? What lies are you tempted to believe? 
How does knowing the Good News story help counter the Devil’s lies?

b. For further study: Genesis 3:6; 1:18-25; 2 Corinthians 11:3-4

5. Look back to the third section, Death, the fruit of sin. How does this death impact our 
relationship with God? How does it continue to have an impact, even when we believe 
the truth of the Gospel?

6. Read Romans 5:12. 

a. Why is understanding this truth important to understanding the Gospel?

b. How does this passage impact your love toward God?

c. For further study: Genesis 2:16-17; 3:23-24; Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:14

7. Take a moment to re-read the description in the section, Separation From God. Reflect 
on the state of your own heart. Are there attitudes or thoughts toward God that reflect 
this separation, contrary to the Gospel and character and heart of God that He has 
revealed? Share with the group as you feel led.

8. Read Genesis 3:7-16

a. How does this passage relate to the world in which we live?

b. When you read about these judgements, how does it impact your love for God?

c. For further study: Genesis 4:8-12; Isaiah 59:2

9. Consider again sin’s curse that affects all of humanity. How does this truth impact your 
thinking about God, who is good and beautiful?
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W  Reflect

We learned about five impacts of sin. Reflect on the two that most impact your love toward 
God. Write down your reasons. 

W  Apply

Sometimes it’s easy to take the power of the Gospel (which mends our separation from God) 
for granted. Meditate on God’s generous grace. As you consider your sinfulness and your 
need for a Saviour, thank God for His grace and mercy that flows to us from the cross.

notes


