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The Good News Story

Watch the Video  
As you watch, have a notebook handy to make note of any new or interesting truths you learn.

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 
( John 20:21 ESV)

God first restores us to friendship with Himself (“peace with God”), then He commissions us 
as His new Kingdom humanity—the Church—to share with others the good news of Jesus as 
our peace (Romans 5:1). He has poured out His Spirit to empower and to gift, sending us into 
the world to use His power and His gifts purposefully to serve others, and to reflect the image of 
God who is love, in a committed covenant community.  Jesus died, not only so individuals could 
“go to heaven” but to create a new, redeemed humanity—His family sent on His mission.

These are the last days—the time between the ascension of Jesus (Acts 1:9-11) and His Second 
Coming (Hebrews 1:2). The mission in these last days, before Jesus returns to judge the world 
and set up His glorious Kingdom in all its fullness, is to gather people from every tribe and 
tongue and nation, thus fulfilling the promise given to Abraham.

• CHURCH—The church is not a place where we go; it is a part of our identity as Jesus’ 
blood-bought, Gospel-formed, New Covenant people: His body, bringing His presence 
here on Earth. His people image-forth the God of their salvation in local churches: visible 
expressions of the body of Christ in a particular time and place. 

Local church families are to be a people who show the joy of being under the reign and rule 
of King Jesus. The Church truly is the Gospel made visible. In and through Jesus, rebels 
have been transformed into sons and daughters: no longer outcasts, but now members of 
the family of God.

Our new Gospel identity as children of God is to be a family of missionary servants for the 
glory of our Great Shepherd King. (Matthew 16:18; Acts 28:23-31; Ephesians 3:10-11; 
1 Peter 2:5, 9-10; 4:10-11)

SESSION 7  MISSION
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…”  (Matthew 28:19a)
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• LOVE—The royal law of this new Kingdom is love—love for God and love for people. 

Many  New Testament scriptures teach us how faith works itself out in love. Love in 
the New Covenant receives a whole new definition when Jesus, in light of the cross, says, 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another (John 13:34 ESV). God’s sacrificial, self-giving love for us 
produces in us a love for God and others in us. (John 13:34-35; Acts 2:42-47; James 2:8; 
Galatians 5:6, 14; Romans 13:8-10; 1 John 4:7-21)

• GOSPEL—The Church created by Jesus needs to stay centered on the Gospel. She is 
formed by the Gospel and for the Gospel. In the grace of God, we experience the freedom 
of being fully known and fully loved. In an ongoing life of repentance and faith, God’s 
New Covenant people keep believing the Gospel.

The grace of the Gospel is like oxygen and believing is like breathing. By faith we need 
to keep breathing in the Gospel. Our primary action is not working; it is believing in 
God and the word of His grace. Unlike religion, which leads to pride or despair, the 
Gospel produces a humble confidence. (Mark 1:14-15; Acts 20:32; Romans 1:15-16; 
1 Corinthians  15:1-4; Galatians 1:3-9; Titus 2:11-12)

• HOLY SPIRIT—The Holy Spirit has been sent by our risen King Jesus to equip and to 
empower us, as His Church, to fulfill our God-given mission to love and to bear witness 
to the Gospel. Jesus continues His missionary work in the world, through His Church, 
by means of His Spirit. (Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 4:10-11; Galatians 5:16-25; Ephesians 5:18; 
1 Corinthians 12-13; 2 Corinthians 4:4-6; John 3:3-8)

• DISCIPLES—Our mission is to be disciples of Jesus who are sent to make disciples, who 
in turn make disciples. Disciple-making is not a ministry of the Church; it is the ministry 
of the Church. (John 20:21; Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Corinthians 5:11-21) 

Read the summary as a group

God first restores us to friendship with Himself, then He commissions us as a new 
Kingdom humanity—the Church—to share the good news of Jesus with others. He has 
poured out His Spirit to empower and to gift, sending us into the world to use those gifts 
purposefully to serve others. 

The Church bears the restored image of God, in a committed covenant community of love 
sent into the world on His mission. The Church has the joy of partnering with Jesus in 
His mission in the world—seeking and saving the lost. This partnership is not us doing 
things for Jesus, but rather Jesus continuing to do His work through us, by His Spirit 
(i.e. Acts 1:1, 8).

As the Church, the one thing we are called to do is make disciples of Jesus who then make 
disciples of Jesus. This results in seeing new churches established to display the image of 
God as a covenant community devoted to God and one another. This is our partnership 
calling, with God and with one another, until Jesus returns.
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Group Study

SESSION 7  - MISSION
W  Reflect

1. In the video, Murray talked about working with “shields overlapping.” What does this 
mean for us as we seek to fulfill our purpose as the body of Christ, sharing God’s Good 
News story? How does this impact our attitude and love toward others in our church 
community?

2. How does the comparison of the Fellowship of the Ring (JRR Tolkien) help provide a 
helpful picture of the church and the mission to which our King has called us?

3. What does our new Gospel identity as part of the Church demonstrate to others about 
the character of God? 

W  Explore

1. From the first section about the Church, why is it important to understand these truths 
about our identity as the Church in light of the Gospel message? Why is it a crucial part 
of God’s plan that we live out our identity as a part of a local church and not just “attend” 
a church service?

2. Read Acts 28:23-31.

a.  What was controversial, but central, to Paul’s mission to share the Gospel?

b. For further study: Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 3:10-11; 1 Peter 2:5, 9-10; 4:10-11

3. Reflect on the truth from the second section, on the impact of the New Covenant’s 
royal law of love. What insight does this give us about our relationship with God? 
(Read through that part of the outline again if needed.)

4. Read John 13:34-35.

a. What impact does our love for each other as believers have on accomplishing the 
mission of sharing God’s Good News story?

b. For further study: Acts 2:42-47; James 2:8; Galatians 5:6, 14; 
Romans 13:8-10; 1 John 4:7-21

5. Reflect on the section, the centrality of the Gospel. What is it about the Gospel that 
makes it the central focus of the purpose of Jesus’ Church? What is the danger of starting 
to “assume” the Gospel, and not keeping it central?

6. Read Mark 1:14-15.

a. Why is understanding God’s Kingdom important to understanding the Gospel?

b. For further study: Acts 20:32; Romans 1:15-16; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; 
Galatians 1:3-9; Titus 2:11-12
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7. Reflect on the section on the sending of the Holy Spirit. What role does the Spirit play in 
your efforts to live life? What role does the Spirit play in your efforts to share the Gospel 
story with others?

8. Read 1 Peter 4:10-11.

a. What should be our attitude toward using the gifts the Holy Spirit has given us?

b. For further study: Galatians 5:16-25; Ephesians 5:18; 1 Corinthians 12-13; 
2 Corinthians 4:4-6; John 3:3-8.

9. Consider again our role as disciples of Jesus. How does understanding our role as His 
disciples, who are called to make disciples, impact our love toward others around us?

10. Read John 20:21.

a. How do Jesus’ words define our role as His disciples?

b. For further study: Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Corinthians 5:11-21

W  Reflect

We learned  about five aspects of our mission. Reflect on the two that most impact your 
love toward God. Write down your reasons why they impact you the most. 

W  Apply

As we grow as believers, we can begin to lose sight of our central purpose as the Church. 
Take some time to meditate on the mission Jesus has made clear to us. Let these truths move 
your heart to respond as an act of love toward the One who bought our freedom on the cross.  
If you are not yet a meaningful member of a Gospel-centered local church family, set a plan 
for how you will make that happen.

notes


