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The Good News Story

Watch the Video 
As you watch, have a notebook handy to make note of any new or interesting truths you learn.

Thankfully, God did not leave us in our sin predicament. In Genesis 3, the chapter that records 
man’s rebellion, God promises a Redeemer: One who will rescue us from sin, Satan, death, and 
hell (Genesis 3:15). For those who repent, the Redeemer will set things right. He will restore 
the fractured and lost relationship with Himself.

God is a pursuing God. The One offended sets about to conquer sin, Satan, death, and hell. 
As the Old Testament scriptures unfold, they continue to point toward the Redeemer in 
prophecies and in pictures.

• PROPHECIES—God gives some direct prophecies about a coming King who will 
deliver His people from the consequences of sin. As God progressively reveals more 
and more about the promised Deliverer, we discover the Deliverer will be God Himself. 
(Genesis 3:15; 12:3; 22:14, 17; Galatians 3:16-18; Deuteronomy 18:18; Ezekiel 34:11)

• PICTURES—In addition to direct prophecies, God weaves pictures of the Redeemer 
throughout the Old Testament, in law and in history. He will be a greater Moses—a 
greater Exodus—a greater Passover—a greater Sabbath—a greater sacrifice—a greater 
temple, etc. (Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:27; 44-47; John 5:39-40; Colossians 2:16-17)

EXAMPLES

• Genesis 3:15 “the offspring of the woman.” 

The crushing of the serpent comes at real personal cost to the one inflicting the blow. 
(The promised seed or offspring is “the God of peace” Himself. Romans 16:20) Jesus is 
the  new and better offspring.

• Genesis 12:1-3; 17:7

Abram (later renamed Abraham) lived in the land of the Chaldeans, in Ur. At this point, 
Abram worshipped idols, for he did not yet know the true and living God. And yet, God 
came to him, with a promise of pure grace, from beginning to end. God set Abram apart, 
and promised to bless him in and through a descendant—the promised offspring (Jesus) 
who would one day mend the relationship between sinners and God. Through this coming 
One, sinners could be justified in the sight of God. (Galatians 3:16-20, 29)

SESSION 5  PROMISE
“’Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his 

glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all 

the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” (Luke 24:26–27) 
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The Good News Story5
What was the heart of this promise? The blessing promised to Abraham was the Good 
News that a sinner could be justified by faith—counted as righteous—in and through this 
offspring who is Jesus. (Galatians 3:6-9) Abraham would not be alone in this. People from 
every nation of the world would receive this blessing. Jesus is the new and better blessing.

• Genesis 15

This is a covenant promise where God Himself—Father and Son—walk through the 
bloody pieces of animals (Abram is asleep). In this covenant, God declares that if He, 
as the Giver of the promise, does not keep His end of the agreement, God Himself 
will be torn to pieces like these animals. And if Abram does not keep up his end of the 
agreement, God will also be torn to pieces—and He is—when Jesus is “cut off” in making 
a New Covenant on the cross. Jesus is the new and better covenant (Isaiah 42:6, 53:8) 
(Note: For more on this point, watch the video “Digging Deeper: Cutting a Covenant 
Promise (Genesis 15)”.) 

• Genesis 22:1-14 “On the Mount it shall be provided”

This is a reference to Mount Moriah. Notice, in verse 14, that although the ram was 
substituted for Isaac, the promise looks forward to a future substitution, where God 
Himself will provide the Lamb on that very same mountain. (John 1:29) Jesus is a new 
and better lamb. (Note: For more on this point, watch the video “Digging Deeper: 
The Lord Will Provide (Genesis 22)”.)

• Exodus 19:1-6 If /Then…

In this conditional covenant, God promises that if the people would perfectly obey 
and keep the terms of the covenant then they would be God’s own special people, His 
treasured possession, a kingdom of priests, and His holy nation.

We see this fulfilled in the Church in 1 Peter 2:9, in the New Covenant, where we are 
granted all of these privileges promised in Exodus 19 at the front end. Our representative, 
Jesus, has earned all these blessings for us. Therefore, because of such grace to us, we want 
to obey! The covenant terms have changed from If/Then to Since/Then. Jesus is a new 
and better covenant. (Note: For more on this point, watch the video “Digging Deeper: 
Promise of a Better Covenant (Exodus 19)”.)

• Deuteronomy  18:15-18

Moses promises the coming of a greater Prophet and Deliverer (i.e. Prophecy) who will 
be like him (i.e. Picture). Moses led his people out of slavery in Egypt. Jesus accomplishes 
a greater exodus from a greater slavery (“who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure 
[literally this is the word “exodus”] which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.” 
(Luke 9:31 ESV) (Note: For more on this point, watch the video “Digging Deeper:  
Promise of a Greater Prophet and Deliverer (Deuteronomy 18)” .) Jesus is a new and 
better Moses. Jesus’ death on the cross accomplishes a new and better exodus!
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• Isaiah 42:1-7; 49:6, 8-9

A covenant is the basis of a relationship. The basis of the New Covenant is a person—Jesus. 
The whole basis of our relationship with God in the New Covenant is the person and work 
of Jesus. These passages in Isaiah tell us that Jesus (the Servant) is our covenant.  Jesus is 
the new and better covenant.

God provided the Law of the Old Covenant to show us that we could not earn our way 
back to God—and it includes pictures of Jesus the Saviour for those who have eyes to see 
(Colossians 2:16-17; Hebrews 9:8-9; 10:1; Luke 24:44-47; Galatians 3:7-29; 2 Corinthians 
3:14-18).

Read the summary as a group

The saints of all the ages groan, look to, and trust in God—in His promise of a Seed—of 
an offspring. From Adam’s first transgression, the promise of the true and living God has 
echoed among the saints: “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise [literally “crush”] your head, and you shall bruise His 
heel.” (Genesis 3:15 NKJV)

Throughout the Old Testament Scriptures, God continues to open up a view of this 
coming Seed—this promised Deliverer. For every wanderer and pilgrim, for every 
perplexed soul and grieving sinner, the answer has been the same through the ages: 
“Look to the promise of Jesus Christ!” Throughout the Old Testament, God wove 
prophecies and pictures pointing to Jesus.

What is your response when you read from Exodus, that God sent Moses as a deliverer 
to free His people, Israel? Do you rejoice only in seeing a people redeemed from slavery? 
Or do you have exceeding joy in the picture that it portrays of another Deliverer, greater 
than Moses? Is not your joy in seeing that to which the exodus points: the ultimate 
Passover Lamb; the ultimate Redemption from the slavery of sin and death?

When you read of the kingdom established under Solomon, do you rejoice along with 
the Queen of Sheba in seeing the fame, glory, and wisdom of this king, and the temple he 
built? Or do you have exceeding joy in the picture it portrays of a Greater than Solomon, 
whose name is above all: who is all wise; and who, in great glory, has built a house for 
God with living stones to the praise of the glory of His grace? Christ Jesus the Lord has 
established a Kingdom that so exceeds the kingdom of Solomon that Solomon’s seems to 
have “no glory in this respect, because of the glory that excels.” (2 Corinthians 3:10)

It is worth forsaking the entire world to gain a portion in this Kingdom in which there 
is the forgiveness of sins. Our sovereign Lord will once more shake heaven and earth and 
it will all pass away, but we who believe will receive a Kingdom that cannot be shaken! 
All that is in the world cannot be compared with the inheritance that is ours to enjoy in 
the Kingdom of God’s dear Son. 
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All of God’s eternal purposes have their focal point and their circumference in the person 
and work of Jesus. (Ephesians 3:11) God’s Son is both the subject and the object of all 
biblical revelation. Jesus Himself underscored this when He admonished the “Bible 
scholars” of His own day, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal 
life; and these are they which testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me that you may 
have life.” (John 5:39-40 NKJV)

How did Jesus instruct His own followers to approach Scripture? He said to them, 
“… These are the words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be 
fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning 
me.” (Luke 24:44) Remember how He dealt with Scripture when He talked with the 
two despondent disciples along the Emmaus road? “‘… O foolish ones, and slow of heart to 
believe in all that the prophets have spoken…’ And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” (Luke 24:25-27)

The Bible clearly tells one main story, and we perceive the unity of that story only from 
the standpoint of the story’s conclusion or goal—Jesus Christ! 

Group Study

SESSION 5  - PROMISE
W  Reflect

1. Murray reminds us that the promise of Christ and this great redemptive story is found 
throughout the Old Testament Scriptures. What does this truth reveal about God’s 
character and His love for us?

2. How does this reality impact how we look at each passage of the Old Testament? 
How will  you read passages in the Old Testament differently? 

W  Explore

1. From the first section about Prophecies, why is it important to understand these 
prophecies in light of the progressive revelation of God’s story?

2. Read Genesis 3:15; 12:3; 22:14, 17.

a. What prophecies do you notice?

b. How are these prophecies good news?

3. Read Galatians 3:7-9, 16 -18.

notes
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4. Why is it important to recognize this truth about Abraham and Christ in light of the 
story of redemption weaving its way through the Bible? In what way are Jesus-followers 
connected to Abraham?

a. For further study: Deuteronomy 18:18; Ezekiel 34:11-16. Notice how the 
Lord Himself will come to seek and shepherd His people. What does that tell 
you about who Jesus is?

5. Re-read the second section on Pictures woven through the Old Testament. What do 
these truths tell you about God’s love for us?

6. Pick three of the examples from the Pictures section for deeper study. Read the related 
Scripture passages and answer the following questions.

a. How is God’s Good News message reflected in this picture and Scripture?

b. What new insight does this picture give you into God’s character?

c. For further study: Consider studying the other examples on your own in the 
same way.

W  Reflect

Consider God’s far-reaching love and promises throughout the Old Testament. How does 
this impact your attitude and love toward others? 

W  Apply

Take some time to write down your thoughts about the prophecies and pictures of Jesus in 
the Old Testament. Reflect on them as you pray and allow them to deepen your love for God.

Consider watching the “Digging Deeper” videos that further explore several key Old Testament 
passages.  You can download these videos at thegoodnewsstory.com.

notes


